


room (to the left or northeast, as 
you face the fireplace). The 
borning room had to be by the 
warmest room in the house. This 
room is now the den. To the right 
of the keeping room is the kitchen 
which used to be the pantry. 

Mrs. Griswold is a practical 
Yankee and when some people 
were “‘horrified’ because she 
was putting in a modern kitchen 
and a powder room she simply 
told them that this was a home to 
be lived in and that some things 
are necessary. 

She has always loved antiques 
and enjoyed going to auctions for 
sheer pleasure, not especially 
with intent to buy. Some of her 
antiques came through her 
family, others from friends who 
were selling their pieces. The 
windows of the keeping room 
(her favorite living area) are 
filled with tiny antique glass 
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belonged to the Griswold family, 
and, like the other furnishings in 
the room are watched over by 
Hannah Griswold whose portrait 
hangs in the room. Our hostess 
commented that ‘‘She looks 
cranky.” (It is all right to say 
such things about one’s own 
ancestors). But then, Hannah 
may have had reason to be 
cranky. She’ had 13 children. 
Now across the hall into the 
living room which is known to be 
of a later period because the 
fireplace has a bake-oven built 
flush with the outside of the 
fireplace. A reproduction of 
Colonial wallpaper has been used 
in this room ana the naliway. 
In one corner of the living room 
is a corner cupboard which was 
originally in the house. It was 
moved from the dining room to 
the living room. At the front of 
the room is a Queen Anne-style 
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The corner cupboard in the dining room was built into the house. 


pieces. Sun-light catches on the 
glass and sends shafts of color 
darting about the room. 

In the summer she enjoys the 
terrace and the garden with its 
trees and flowers. She planted all 
but two trees and has always 
loved flowers. The evergreens 
came down with her from her 
family home on Wolcott Hill. 

The beams in all the rooms 
downstairs have been cased in. 
As we go into the dining room (on 
the southwest side of the house) 
there is a definite bulge in the 
paneling to the left of the 
fireplace. This, according to 
theory, was caused by the 
chimney’s settling. The length of 
this delightful room is 
emphasized by the beams. As in 
the living room, the front 
windows are twelve-over-twelve 
and the side windows are twelve- 
over-eight. 

The corner cupboard in the 
dining room has always been in 
the house and the feeling is that it 
was built right in when the house 
was built. The glass is original 
and so are the catches of wood. 

The beautiful Hitchock chairs 


lady’s desk which came to Mrs. 
Griswold through her mother 
who was Mary Fosdick Stillman. 
The desk is extremely high and 
has four drawers and tiny 
brasses. An exquisite piece it has 
never been ‘‘done over.” It is 
believed that the desk was built 
by a craftsman in Wethersfield. 

The stairway to the second 
floor was once enclosed (to keep 
the heat downstairs) but Mrs. 
Griswold had it opened up so that 
she could see across the dining 
room from the stairway or, up the 
stairway from the dining room. 

Two good-sized bedrooms 
upstairs are connected by a 
hallway. These rooms are 
delightful. The Summer beams, 
which bear the marks of the 
hewer’s axe, are all exposed and 
the wallpaper was removed to 
show the construction, a 
combination of wide horizontal 
boards and vertical paneling. The 
panels range in width from four 
to 18 inches. Some boards have 
been painted with Colonial colors, 
some finished with natural wood 
Stain. 

A saltbox house is generally 











two stories high in front and one 
story in back so that the roof has 
the same pitch in both directions 
causing the ridge to be well 
toward the front of the house. It is 
in the back area of the Griswold 
House that we find the bath (on 
the northwest side), a long hall 
with closets built at the behest of 
our practical Yankee; a stairway 
to the attic with its chimney and 
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Hannah Griswold watches over 
the dining room. 






Smoke-oven; and on tne 
northeast a cozy bedroom. 

From its Eighteenth Century 
ridgepole to its Twentieth 
Century cellar this is a real 
home. The Griswold Family 
Association includes 13 nieces 
and nephews and eight 
grandchildren (Mary had no 
children of her own and delights 
in the eight grandchildren who 
became “hers” at the time of her 
second marriage to a Griswold at 
age 55). 

A Griswold born and a 
Griswold wed, she has friends all 
over America. As many as 800 
people have gone through her 
house in one day! Vital, 
interested, an octogenarian...tiny 
in size, tremendous in spirit and 
always young at heart, Mrs. 
Griswold will fill her home with 
Sunshine all her days. 


The bake-ovens at the right of 
the living room fireplace are 
attributed to a later period 
(1730) because they are set flush 
with the fireplace. 
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